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Imagine the reports on the sea
of glass; perhaps that’s why
it takes days to ascend to the
kingdom when Jesus comes

Shawn Boonstra, p. 7

Interpretive services were
available for deaf participants
at the 61st General Conference
Session. JAMES BOKOVOY © AR

SIGNS OF FAITH

THE SESSION EXPERIENCE OF A DEAF DELEGATE.

DEBBIE MICHEL, ADVENTIST REVIEW

n a moment worth noting, Jeffrey
Jordan stood at the microphone
to advocate for making churches a
more welcoming place for people
with disabilities. Speaking as the first
Deaf delegate at a General Confer-
ence [GC] Session, Jordan made an
impassioned case for inclusivity be-
cause, as he sees it, “every person
has a possibility that God can use.”
Jordan is pushing to remove the
stigma of identifying individuals
solely through their disability and
seeing them instead as people with
their own passions, interests, and
unique personalities.
When the Session vote was taken

to create opportunities and rec-
ommend ways to “assist in the dis-
covery of roles or ministries that
bring a sense of meaning and ful-
fillment,” Jordan was happy to see
his church stand with a group that
often remains at the margins.

ROLE MODEL

As the first Deaf delegate, Jordan
says, he's honored to serve as a
representative for the millions of
Deaf across the globe.

Born and raised in California, he
was the only Deaf person in his hear-
ing family. While a student at Califor-
nia State University at Northridge, he

was involved in lay ministry to the
Deaf at the Northridge Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Other Deaf stu-
dents attended and were blessed
to have their own church service,
where he’d preach from time to time.
During this time, he met his future
wife, who was pursuing studies for a
career in sign language interpreting.

He was impressed to go into min-
istry and enrolled at the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Theological
Seminary at Andrews University.
The university provided sign lan-
guage interpreters for his class lec-
tures, and he eventually graduated
with his Master of Divinity degree.

JOSEF KISSINGER © AR

JUNE 12,2022 | ADVENTIST REVIEW

3



NEWS

Jordan went on to become pas-
tor of the Southern Deaf Fellow-
ship congregation in Tennessee,
which has 77 members today, with
others watching online each week.
In addition to his pastoral respon-
sibilities, he is the associate coor-
dinator for the GC's Adventist Pos-
sibility Ministries.

REMOVING THE STIGMA

Jordan says he hopes to con-
tinue raising awareness about the
Deaf community of faith, that they
are a people group with a specific
language and a specific culture who
can assist in the running and the
functioning of the church.

“I want hearing people to under-
stand that my church, their church,
includes Deaf members,” he says.
“They can run and function just like
a hearing church, whether it be [spe-
cial] services—marriages, funerals—
or regular church services.”

LIFE AS A DEAF DELEGATE

Most delegates can move around
the floor while still keeping up with
what's happening on the stage. But
that's a challenge for someone who
gets all their information through
their eyes.

“Other people have an advan-
tage that they can multitask, they
can write, or they can do other
things as they're still listening,” he
says. “It's different for me, because
I have to rely on the interpreter.”

But, he says, “l will be honest
with you; while it is tiring, | have
thoroughly enjoyed the time.” #

DELEGATES REAFFIRM
ROLE OF THE BIBLE AND
THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY

VOTED RESOLUTION AND STATEMENT UNDERLINE
PIVOTAL PLACE BOTH HAVE IN THE ADVENTIST CHURCH.

MARCOS PASEGGI, ADVENTIST REVIEW

elegates to the 2022 General

Conference (GC) Session in St.
Louis, Missouri, United States, voted
a Resolution on the Holy Bible and
a Statement of Confidence in the
Writings of Ellen G. White. Both votes
took place during the eleventh busi-
ness meeting, on the afternoon of
June 9.

RESOLUTION ON THE BIBLE
The resolution on the Bible

states, in part, that delegates to

the GC Session express their “con-

viction that the Bible is the inspired
and revealed Word of God.” It also
states that “through the Holy Scrip-
tures, God has revealed Himself
and His will to humanity,” adding
that “the whole Bible is inspired
and must be understood as a whole
in order to arrive at correct con-
clusions as to the truth on any re-
vealed topic.”

In another part of the resolu-
tion, delegates emphasize that they
“believe that the Bible is the pro-
phetic Word of God,” and add, “We
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commit ourselves to prayerfully
study and follow the Bible, the liv-
ing and effective Word of God.”

In the last two paragraphs, the
document states in part that del-
egates “also believe that the Bible
leads . .. to a living relationship
with God through Jesus Christ,” and
adds, “We express our deep grat-
itude to the Lord because in the
Scriptures we find hope to live
amidst the challenges of the world.”
It ends up by stating that “the Bi-
ble tells of God’s plan,” including
when He will “put an end to sin
and sinners forever and establish
righteousness in the new earth.”

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENCE
IN THE WRITINGS OF ELLEN
G. WHITE

Likewise, delegates voted to ap-
prove the Statement of Confidence

in the Writings of Ellen G. White,
which, among other items, empha-
sizes the connection between the
Bible and her writings. In it, dele-
gates state that they “express ...
deep gratitude for God'’s prophetic
guidance of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church,” adding, “we believe
that the writings of Ellen G. White
were inspired by the Holy Spirit
and are Christ centered and Bible
based.”

Delegates also state that they
commit themselves “to prayerfully
study the writings of Ellen G. White
with hearts willing to follow [her]
counsels and instructions,” adding,
“we believe that the study of her
writings brings us closer to God
and His infallible Word—the Scrip-
tures—providing us a transforming
and faith-uplifting experience.”

In the final paragraph, delegates
state that they rejoice for what has
been accomplished through the
circulation of her writings “in both
printed and electronic formats.” It
adds, “We encourage the contin-
ued development of both world-
wide and local strategies to foster
the circulation and study of her
writings in as many languages as
possible.”

The statement ends by saying,
“The study of these writings is a
powerful means to strengthen and
prepare God’s people to face the
challenges of these last days as we
approach Christ's soon return.”

THEVOTES
The positive votes came after a
lively debate, which included,

among others, motions to refer
back the Resolution on the Holy
Bible, to table the motion on the
Statement of Confidence in the
Writings of Ellen G. White, and to
reconsider the first referral.
Delegates who approached the
microphones on the floor stated
they did not have a problem with
the documents themselves but with
some specific phrases or words
that, they thought, could be re-
placed or expressed better.
After an animated back-and-
forth, delegates passed a motion

“WE EXPRESS OUR
DEEP GRATITUDE TO
THE LORD BECAUSE
IN THE SCRIPTURES

WE FIND HOPE TO
LIVE AMIDST THE
CHALLENGES OF

THE WORLD."

to reconsider the referral on the
Resolution on the Bible, and finally
voted to approve it by 88.8 percent.
After delegates approved to take
the Statement of Confidence on
the Writings of Ellen G. White back
to the table, they approved the
document by 84.9 percent.
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A DAY OF REJOICING

DIVISIONS OF THE ADVENTIST
CHURCH SPENT ALL DAY REPORTING
THE WONDERFUL WORKS OF GOD.

SHAWN BOONSTRA, ADVENTIST REVIEW

he points of order are finished.
The lines at the microphones
are gone. The screens no longer
display endless lines of policy text,
the obsolete portions stricken
through. That which is to be referred
back to the committee has already
gone back. The leadership of the
General Conference divisions has
been affirmed.
The business of the church, in
other words, has concluded.
On Friday morning, there was a

distinctly different flavor to the
goings-on at the Dome. The techni-
cal business of the church was com-
plete; it was now time to celebrate
the real business of the church—
mission. One can only imagine what
might transpire if we could bring the
pioneers of this global movement
back from the dead for just a mo-
ment to witness what they could
only dream about. Once upon atime,
a handful of nineteenth-century vi-
sionaries gathered to speak excit-

edly about the fact that the remnant
church had been born and its mis-
sion was to reach every nation, kin-
dred, tongue, and people. On June
10, 2022, they would have been
bowled over by what they heard.
Itis telling that the reports from
the church—13 divisions, plus at-
tached missions and fields—took
all day to deliver. Beginning with
the North American Division, which
reported shortly after morning wor-
ship, and ending with the South-
ern-Asia Pacific Division near the
end of the day, the reports of God’s
people at work across the face of
the entire globe were the only thing
on Friday’s agenda. Each division
received only 15 minutes to report
on seven years of breathtaking mis-
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One can only wonder if John
might not have seen some
of the same faces we saw

on Friday as he witnessed
earth’s closing scenes.

sionary activity, which meant there
was a little adrenaline behind the
pace of the good news being deliv-
ered to the auditorium.

It was a festival of sight and sound
as delegates witnessed what John
saw only in vision: God’s final mes-
sage of mercy going to every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people. One
can only wonder if John might not
have seen some of the same faces
we saw on Friday as he witnessed
earth’s closing scenes.

It served as a powerful reminder
that none of us is alone even though
the work of preaching the three
angels’ messages can be incredi-
bly lonely for those laboring in ob-
scure fields or remote locations.
We may all be laboring in relative
isolation, connected only to a few
local Adventists, but we are each
firmly tethered to the Lamb on Zion,
whose heart beats with increasing
anticipation for the moment when
the cries of the angels are finished
and the kingdom can commence.

Each report revealed that the
church continues to grow. Some di-
visions were able to report tens (even
hundreds!) of thousands of bap-
tisms; others reported some—and
that some was like the widow's mites,
in that they represented incredible
sacrifice on the part of Adventists
who are laboring in places where
our work seems, to the outside eye,
utterly impossible. And speaking of
impossible, the reports finished with
a deeply encouraging appearance
from our brothers and sisters in the
now war-torn Ukraine, where the
work, incredibly, continues in spite

of rocket-damaged churches and
lost church members.

In addition to the encouraging
growth of the church, another per-
sistent theme was the pandemic.
Our worldwide church was united
not only by mission but also by the
challenge of continuing the work
of Revelation 14 in the face of a
global crisis that made traditional
outreach methods all but impossi-
ble. The solution? Digital mission-
aries, usually young people. We saw
the incredible Spirit-breathed in-
genuity of God’s people as they
scrambled, in an endless variety of
contexts, to figure out how God'’s
work could triumph over a near-
global lockdown. We did not bap-
tize just between 2015 and 2020;
the last two years have proved in-
credibly fruitful.

It is only right: the week began
with a declaration of mission, re-
minding all of us that in the busi-
ness in the hours ahead we would
be handling holy things and that the

mission of the remnant church must
be the lens through which we viewed
every discussion, every decision, ev-
ery policy. Then, when the business
finally ended, we returned to that
focus by celebrating what God has
done through our meager efforts.

There are a lot of churches in
this world but only one global move-
ment that satisfactorily answers to
the descriptions found in the three
angels’ messages. One must sup-
pose that when John was isolated
on Patmos, he was permitted a quick
glimpse of this day in vision: the
endless variety of colors, languages,
accents, and cultures—some of
which were completely unknown
to the Mediterranean world of John’s
day—that gave robust testimony
to the fact that God intended to
keep His word after John was laid
to rest.

Imagine the reports on the sea
of glass; perhaps that's why it takes
days to ascend to the kingdom when
Jesus comes.’
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WHEN AN ISE IS ON THE MOVE

ELECTIONS PRODUCE NEW WORK ASSIGNMENTS, OFTEN FAR FROM HOME.

WILONA KARIMABADI

hen Nominating Committee

at the General Conference
(GC) Session makes a selection for
a new appointment and that per-
son suddenly has a new job in a
new country, it can be a lot to take
in. As we've walked around the Dome
in St. Louis, it hasn't been hard to
spot certain faces revealing many
emotions—the shock, the appreci-
ation, the sense of being greatly
overwhelmed.

While these church leaders find
themselves on a trajectory to a new
place and ministry challenge and
may be glad of it, a new appoint-
ment often heralds times of great
transition. And the transition—which
can be difficult—is one that Sev-
enth-day Adventist missionaries have
made for more than 100 years. Such
is the sacrifice of the missionary.

To be clear, missionaries, or in-
ternational service employees
(ISEs), as they are more commonly
known now, are classified as such
as long as they cross division
boundaries. So even if those newly
appointed at GC Session never ap-

plied to serve as ISEs, technically
the move to the new position makes
them exactly that.

PRECIOUS SERVICE TO THE
OVERWHELMED

Once the shock wears off, there
is certainly a lot to take on board.
So, at every GC Session, employees
of the Human Resources Unit (HR),
Office of General Counsel (OGC), and
International Personnel Resources
and Services (IPRS) are present to
help those who are transitioning to
get started on what can certainly
be an arduous process. IPRS is man-
aged by Secretariat and Treasury.
“When leaders are elected to fill po-
sitions in the General Conference
or divisions, GC Secretariat and Trea-
sury play a key role through IPRS,
providing support to these individ-
uals if they come from a different
division,” German Lust (pronounced
“Hairmann Loost”) of GC Treasury
says. “This support is provided
through visa processing, financial
support for the move, shipping of
personal belongings, et cetera.”

JOSEF KISSINGER © AR

Once the new appointee has been
elected at Session, they will usually
receive an appointment to stop by
HR and OGC, where the process gets
started. “We have one person here,
Rebecca Wilhelm, who talks to them
and shares the process,” Karen Por-
ter, associate secretary and codi-
rector of IPRS with Lust, says. “Wil-
helm will get basic information and
family details and any documents
they may have with them—copies
of passports, those kinds of things—
so we can begin the process of tran-
sitioning them to their new location,
whether at the GC in the United
States or another country.”

This is a service that undoubt-
edly helps a family with the diffi-
cult job of shifting their entire lives
to a new place. “The sooner we get
their information, documents, and
details, the faster we can get them
to their new location. That's why
we start with them here and con-
tinue the process after they leave
and we go back home,” Porter adds.

From GC Session to the day when
anewly elected leader arrives at their
place of work can take a few months.
According to Wilhelm, six months is
a pretty standard average, though
certainly not set in stone. Immigra-
tion policies for the countries involved
determine a lot of the timeline.

In the case of a new employee
to the GC building, “they ... work
with GCHR on their local employ-
ment. But they will continue to work
with Secretariat on their annual
leaves,” Porter says. “But for any al-
lowances or ISE policies that apply
to them, they work with IPRS." #
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JESUS |
COMING

Because He said so!




WILLIAM J. LEE

DEVOTIONAL MESSAGE
PRESENTED FRIDAY
MORNING, JUNE 10, 2022

JACOBLUND / ISTOCK / GETTY IMAGES PLUS

ne of the joys of parenting small children is that they typically take their

parents at their word. When my children were young, they trusted

whatever I said without question. If I said I would return home at a
certain time, they awaited my return with eager expectation. If I said I was
going to bring them back a special treat, they believed me and looked forward
to my return with anticipation! When my children were younger, they simply
took Daddy at his word! Th y had faith in their father.

I want to remind us that we can have faith in our heavenly Father. We
need to take God at His word the same way my children took me at my word.
The apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 1:20: “For all the promises of
God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us”

Jesus is coming, because He said so!

JESUS IS COMING QUICKLY

In Revelation 22:12-14 Jesus says, “And behold, I am coming quickly, and
My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.
Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right
to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city”

My friends, Jesus declares that He is coming quickly! In fact, John keeps
repeating this phrase through the book of Revelation. “Behold, I am
coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your
crown” (Rev. 3:11); “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps
the words of the prophecy of this book” (Rev. 22:7); “And behold, I am
coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according
to his work” (verse 12).

As Revelation closes, the very last two verses in the Bible say, “He who
testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming quickly! Amen. Even so,
come, Lord Jesus! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen”
(verses 20, 21).

Our salvation is nearer now than when we fi st believed. Fear, terrorism,
war, economic uncertainty, and the lingering results of a worldwide pandemic
continue to rank among the top of our concerns today. Every time we turn
on the television, listen to the radio, pick up a paper, or log on to the Internet,
we are constantly reminded that our current world will not last forever!

In Luke 21:28 Jesus says, “Now when these things begin to happen, look
up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near”

Beloved, now is not the time to give up on God or become discouraged.
Now is not the time to fall by the wayside or become pessimistic in our
eschatology. Now is not the time to argue and fight with one another. Thisis
the time Jesus said we should “look up and lift up [our] heads, because [our]
redemption draws near” Now is the time to live for Jesus. Now is the time to
witness for our Lord and Saviour, Jesus. Now is the time to get involved.

Beloved, we know Jesus is coming. We can trust our heavenly Father
because He said so.

THE PREPARATORY TIME
Considering the nearness of Christ’s return, how then should we live?
What must we do? What must Jesus do in us and through us?

JUNE 12,2022 | ADVENTIST REVIEW 11



Living right  InJohn 17:11,21, asJesus was

headed to the cross, His prayer for the disci-
ples and the church was: “Now I am no longer
in the world, but these are in the world, and I
come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your
name those whom You have given Me, that they
may be one as We are” “.. . that they all may be
one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that
they also may be one in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me.”

Ellen White writes, “We are coming to a time
when, more than ever before, we shall need to
press togethert, to labor unitedly. In union there is
strength. In discord and disunion there is only
weakness. ... In our separation from one another
we are separated from Christ. ... Oh, how many
times, when I have seemed to be in the presence
of God and holy angels, I have heard the angel
voice saying, ‘Press together, press together, press
together. Do not let Satan cast his hellish shadow
between brethren. Press together; in unity there
is strength!”* May we as the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church press together in unity.

Doingright  John 12:32 says, “And I, if ] am

lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to
Myself” Our job as God’s people is to lift Him up!
Lift up the cross of Calvary. Lift up His righteousness!
Lift up His power! Lift up His grace! Lift the Savior
up. Our mission as Seventh-day Adventists is to
share Jesus Christ now.

Isaiah 43:10-12 declares, “ “You are My wit-
nesses,’ says the Lord, ‘and My servant whom I
have chosen, that you may know and believe Me,
and understand that I am He. Before Me there was
no God formed, nor shall there be after Me. I, even
I, am the Lord, and besides Me there is no savior.
I have declared and saved, I have proclaimed, and
there was no foreign god among you; therefore you
are My witnesses,’ says the Lord, ‘that I am God.”

Go and tell someone about the love of God! Tell
of God’s mercy. Tell of God’s love. Tell of God's
goodness. Tell of God's forgiveness and grace. Go
and tell someone about the Sabbath. Go tell some-

12 ADVENTIST REVIEW | GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION BULLETIN 6

one about the state of the dead. Go tell someone
about the sanctuary message. Go tell someone
about the second coming of Jesus Christ. We have
a life-saving message to give to the world.

3 Letting Jesus work In Revelation 22:12-
14 Jesus tells us that He is coming quickly
and is bringing His reward with Him; 2022 Gen-
eral Conference delegates, we need the infilli g
of the Holy Spirit! We are in desperate need of
continual revival and reformation. In The Minis-
try of Healing we read, “The world needs today
what it needed nineteen hundred years ago—a
revelation of Christ.”2? We need to be consumed
with the Holy Spirit. “This promised blessing, if
claimed by faith, would bring all other blessings
in its train. . .. The power of God awaits their
demand and reception.”?

As we work and wait for our Master’s return, let
me challenge you to pray [the message of these two
texts] each day for the rest of your life: (1) “If any
of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives
to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be
given to him” (James 1:5); (2) “If you then, being
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!"(Luke 11:13).

Please ask God for “godly wisdom” each day. Ask
Him for the infilli gand outpouring of His Spirit
in your life, His church, and our world. When the
Spirit of God controls us, He gives us power, victory,
and strength. We will be His witnesses; we will lift
Jesus up; we will share Jesus now. We will be God’s
remnant people who keep the commandments of
God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

My friends, Jesus is coming because He said so!
Let’s be ready. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! Amen.f
"Ellen G. White, Selected Messages (Washington, D.C.: Review and Her-

ald Pub. Assn., 1958, 1980), book 2, p. 374.
2Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific
Press Pub Assn., 1905), p. 143.

3Ellen G. White, Testimonies to Ministers (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific
Press Pub. Assn., 1923), pp. 174, 175.

William ). Lee, Sr., is the senior pastor of First Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Huntsville, Alabama, United States.
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WHERE NEEDED MIJST FUNDS
MAKE AN IMPACT IN AFRICA

KINGSWAY, KENYA
Solar pawer for efficient and cost effective operation of their well, new classrooms, teacher housing,
and @ preenhouse,

TWING MEMORIAL, TANZANIA
Fully fence the school propesty, cresate booths for promoting roadside sales i order to fund teacher salaries

FALCO'S CHILDREN HOME, TANZANIA
100 cows as a sustainability project, new kitchen, three water towers, bio gas project, vehicle fo transport students,
and paint for existing buildings

ANCHOR, IAMBIA
Land purchase for expansion of sustainability projects, missionary house, 100 mattresses for new bays' dormitory,
construction of the Child Impact girls’ dormitory with water tanks, toilets, and showers.

RIVERSIDE FARM, IAMBIA
Bus for transporting chiddren from neighboring viltages, five classrooms to eventually expand the capacity
of the primary school by 360 students.
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ii ———mmeswanon. o [esan more about the Where Needed Most Fund. Yisit Childimpactorg Bl




SESS"]N GALLERY

Sabbath, June 11, at the 2022 General Conference Session in the dome of
America’s Center joser KIsSINGER

A participant in Beginners Willie and Elaine Oliver host the
Sabbath School joserkissineer 5 division reports joser kissINGER
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Alessandra Sorace sings for
Mission on the Move mark FRoELICH

Recent retirees, Saustin Mfune and his
wife, Trudy, are recognized for their years
of service. maRK FROELICH

i

Division reports on Friday, June 10, featured Several of America’s Center staff were thanked
colorful native dress and flags. mar« FroeLicH by Session Management. jostF kissiNGER
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WORLD VOICES

WE SPEAK
MANY
LANGUAGES

You don’t need to speak
English to be heard.

(GC) Session in the St. Louis convention center

offers a great introduction to the many languages
and dialects spoken by Adventists. You can hear
Kiswahili floati g by, or Akan spoken by people hail-
ing from Ghana. Portuguese echoes through the
hallways. Spanish, French, Korean, Chinese, Tagalog,
Visayan, and dozens of other languages can be heard
among the delegates, reminding us that this is a large
global family. I speak German to some of my friends
from Europe and enjoy great memories with former
students from South America in Spanish.

The tapestry of distinct sounds and syllables reminds
us that we are blessed with a large spiritual family of
brothers and sisters whose languages we often don't
speak but who are as eager as we are to walk toward
the kingdom. We may not always understand all they
say—but we surely see them and embrace them, for
they are family. We can hear their hearts.

Language can unite us—or it can divide us. In the
past we have mostly gathered around the English
language. Thishas historical reasons—this faith com-
munity began its journey in North America—but we
are not a North American church. We are a global
family and thrive on the blessings of diversity. We
huddle around English because it's the language of a
global world, but we have consciously begun to listen
to all voices expressing their ideas and their worries
in many languages.

Sitting in the dining hall of the General Conference

WORLD VOICES
That's the reason the Adventist Review Minis-
tries team included in this GC Session a signif-
icant number of international authors whose
sole responsibility is to write daily com-
mentaries and reflections in their native
language. We called them World Voices.
We invited these authors because they
are trusted and respected voices in
their communities and understand
the power of words. Th y also under-
stand the culture of their countries of
origin so much better than we do.
That's why we wanted them to share
their view of this GC Session with

ADVENTISTREVIEW.ORG



you—unfilte ed and as real and
signifi ant as the dozens of arti-
cles in English you can find in
our printed daily Bulletins or the
extensive online-only written
material and the audio and
video reports.

If you can read Russian,
Korean, German, Spanish, French,
or Portuguese, we invite you to
go to our website and relive this
past week through their eyes.
Meet Diogo Cavalcanti from Bra-
zil, writing in Portuguese, or Ivan
Riapolov from the Euro-Asia Divi-
sion communicating in Russian.
Become a friend of Daniel
Bosqued from Spain or Marcos
Blanco hailing from Argentina as
they share their experiences in
Spanish. If you feel at home in
Korean, you will enjoy the writing
of Jae Man Park and Hyo Jun Han.
If you prefer German, let me
introduce you to Matthias Miiller.
If French is the best way to reach
your heart, you will enjoy the
column by Pedro Torres from the
Franco-Belgian Union.

We would have loved to add
more languages, but budgets
are limited. Whatever language
you feel at home in, please
know that we seek to speak
many languages at Adventist
Review Ministries. Whether it
is Adventist World or digital
content on Adventist Review
TV or a GC Session, we see you
and want to make every effort
to communicate with you. You
don’t need to speak English to
be heard. #

Gerald A. Klingbeil is an associate editor
of Adventist Review Ministries.
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St. Louis native was
instrumental in
founding Sahmyook
University.

JAE-MAN PARK,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, KOREAN
PUBLISHING HOUSE

Scan this QR a

code to read E ]
Korean
articles.

ahmyook University has been built on the dedication of missionaries

from the United States since its beginnings in 1906. One of the cofounders

of the university was Mimi Scharffenberg (1883-1919), who was born
in St. Louis and came to Korea in 1907 as one of the fi st single female
missionaries.

God acted providentially when He brought Scharffenberg to Korea. One
night she had a dream in which a group of people in white clothes asked
her to come to help them. The very next day she received a letter from the
General Conference asking her to go to Korea as a missionary. She didn’t
know anything about Korea. Scharffenberg looked up anything she could
find about Korea in the public library and found that some people featured
in a book looked like the figu es she had seen in her dream. She felt convicted
that God was calling her to go to Korea—and she obeyed.

Scharffenberg played a key role in establishing Sahmyook University and
also began to educate women at the institution. She worked as the fi st
editor of the Korean magazine Signs of the Times and served as the fi st
director of the Sabbath School and Education departments. Scharffenberg
also translated Ellen White's Patriarchs and Prophets and several volumes
on Daniel and Revelation. In 1918, she became gravely ill and returned to
the United States. She died the following year. Her consummate missionary
spirit and outstanding contribution to the education of Korean women will
be remembered forever.

Sahmyook University celebrates its 116th anniversary this year and
currently has more than 6,500 students studying 24 different majors. The
university boasts 10 churches on campus and sends out more than 10 global
missionaries every year. Sashmyook University has 45,000 alumni, with 6,700
having been theology majors. Th y serve as pastors, evangelists, cross-cultural
missionaries, and medical missionaries. Sahmyook University receives about
400 international students every year, with about 80 of them being Sev-
enth-day Adventists. These young Adventists will be future church leaders
in their countries when they complete their studies. The university has
become a hub of training missionaries—locally, regionally, and also globally.
The institution received the gift of the gospel from missionaries, and now
it shares that gift with others around the world.

Korean Union Conference and Sahmyook University were blessed by
missionaries serving sacrificially who w