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1T°S TIME FOR THE
PEOPLE OF GOD...
TO WORK.

The world is the field of our
work, and we must strive
to give the last message of
mercy to the world.”

- ELLEN G. WHITE

A Call To Serve

The Total Member Involvement
initiative follows Jesus’ commission
for each and every believer to “go
into all the world . . ."

More than merely a call to serve,
this book presents simple, practical
ways for each member to enlist as
workers for God—whether across
the ocean or across the street.

Join beloved pastor and evangelist
Alejandro Bullén as he urges each
member to wholeheartedly commit
to personal involvement in this
global movement that will lead to
Christ's soon return.
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For more Information visit: www.tmi.adventist.org

TOTAL
MEMBER
INVOLVEMENT

“Total Member Involvement

includes men, women, youth, and children

all proclaiming God'’s truth. Laypersons are to
unite with pastors and church leaders. This is
what Total Member Involvement is all about—
everyone doing something for Jesus—whether you
are a layperson, a pastor, a man, a woman, a
young person, or a child. May God bless, in every
form possible, the evangelistic outreach to the
world through the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus
is coming soon!”

- Ted N. C. Wilson, president,
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

ORDER YOUR COPIES TODAY
1-800-765-6955

www.adventistbookcenter.com




“For me, the greatest thrill in life is
to lead people to Jesus Christ.”

Anthony Kent, p. 14

General Conference secretary
Erton Kohler reads the church’s
mission statement to the

delegates. joskF kisSINGER © AR
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OUR MISSION: THE HEART OF THE CHURCH

SHAWN BOONSTRA

t may be the most important item
on the agenda: at 10:11 a.m., one
minute after the Session officially
opened for business, General Con-
ference secretary Erton Kohler read
the church’s mission statement to
the more than 1,800 assembled del-
egates. What might appear to an out-
sider to be a matter of housekeeping
(taking place immediately after deal-
ing with mandatory legalities), the
public declaration of the statement
provides an all-important frame of
reference for everything that will
transpire over the days ahead.
“We will start this meeting with

mission,” the chair, Artur Stele, ex-
plained to the delegates prior to
the reading, “and we will end this
with mission. ... Mission is the heart-
beat of this church.”

The statement, anchored in both
the gospel commission of Matthew
28 and the Three Angels’ Messages
of Revelation 14, was presented in
three sections: our mission, our
method, and our vision. It highlights
the reason for the church’s exis-
tence and provides the all-import-
ant context for the business that
will transpire in the hours and days
ahead.

Our mission, it declares, is to
“make disciples of Jesus Christ who
live as His loving witnesses and pro-
claim to all people the everlasting
gospel of the Three Angels’ Mes-
sages in preparation for His soon
return.” The method of achieving
this mission is “through Christ-like
living, communicating, discipling,
teaching, healing, and serving.” The
vision? The anticipation that God
will faithfully execute His plan to
restore “all His creation to full har-
mony with His perfect will and
righteousness.”

“We are opening the session with
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the mission statement just to high-
light to the delegates that this is
our priority,” Kohler explained.
“We need to highlight itin all our
meetings, and the mission state-
ment is the guide for the rest of
the meetings. For this reason, our
decision was to start everything
by reminding our delegates that
we will be guided by that, and this
is our priority for everything we
do. As a church, here in the Ses-
sion, or in the local church, or in
any part of the world: this is our
call”

The mission statement grounds
the church firmly in its apostolic
past on the Mount of Ascension
(Acts 1) and anchors the hearts of
delegates in our ultimate hope:
the resolution of the great contro-
versy. It reminds us that although
the agenda is replete with seem-
ingly mundane tasks, the delegates
are about to touch holy things. It
serves as a standard by which the
ideas to be presented on the floor
can be assessed: Would this move
us closer to or away from our
mission?

The Adventist Church has as-
sembled. We labor in diverse cul-
tures and languages, but this is
what we all agree on and will con-
tinue to agree on when we return
home, declaring ourselves to be
in harmony with Christ: “The Son
of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost” (Luke
19:10, NKJV).

It was only right that the next
order of business at the session
was a baptism.’

“WE ARE BLESSED TO HAVE SUCH AN
ACTIVE CHURCH,” GC PRESIDENT SAYS

TED N. C. WILSON’S REPORT HIGHLIGHTS GOD’S WORK
THROUGH MEMBERS’ COMMITMENT.

MARCOS PASEGGI, ADVENTIST REVIEW

H ow good it is to be together!” General Conference president Ted
N. C. Wilson said in the opening remarks of his President’s Report
on June 6. He made his comments during the first day of official busi-
ness at the 61st General Conference Session in St. Louis, Missouri,
United States. It is really a unique session, a hybrid session, he em-
phasized, with most delegates on site and others joining by Zoom
videoconference.

But no matter the format, Wilson reminded delegates, guests,
and other visitors, GC Sessions are “a very important event” in the
life of the church. “It is here that decisions are made that affect the
entire church,” he said. Wilson added, “Delegates, your voices, your
votes, matter. | urge you to participate with voice and vote. It truly
matters, and it is a sacred responsibility.”

MOVING AMID CHALLENGING CONDITIONS

Wilson reminded the audience that since the last GC Session in
2015, the world has experienced unprecedented changes. “As Sev-
enth-day Adventists, this should not surprise us,” he added, explain-
ing that God has revealed that such challenges as the ones experi-
enced during the past few years will become more common as we
approach the end of time on this earth.

JOSEF KISSINGER © AR

ADVENTIST REVIEW | GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION BULLETIN 2

ADVENTISTREVIEW.ORG



From the crisis in Eastern Europe
to natural disasters to a global pan-
demic, the church has been forced
to adapt in order to go on. Every
crisis has allowed the church to
respond in a compassionate way,
showing other people Christ’s love
despite the circumstances.

And certainly, the church has
managed to keep focused on mis-
sion, Wilson emphasized. “We praise
God that despite challenges, His
work goes on,” he said. “We give
God all the glory for what He has
done.”

Missionary endeavors of the Ad-
ventist Church are multiple and
take place in various spheres, Wil-
son shared. From a comprehensive
health ministry that “helps people
to be healthier, happier, and ho-
lier, to Life Hope Centers that con-
nect with local communities, to
new and groundbreaking resources
for Bible study and research, Ad-
ventist members are managing to
keep drawing people to the truth
as itisin Jesus.

GC DEPARTMENTS’
RESOURCES AND INITIATIVES

At the General Conference level,
Wilson said, every department is
focused on adapting to reach out,
using the latest technology to con-
nect with new generations.

Wilson highlighted some of the
resources and initiatives that var-
ious departments of the church
are producing to support members
and nonmembers alike. Among
them, he referenced the Biblical
Research Institute’s work on herme-
neutics in a book and videos that
address important aspects of bib-
lical interpretation.

He also referred to Youth Alive,
a mental health initiative devel-
oped especially for youth by the
Health, Youth, Education, and Fam-
ily Ministries departments and
Global Mission.

Wilson also mentioned regional
church initiatives, including those
that resulted from the global

COVID-19 pandemic. New oppor-
tunities for small groups opened
through the Zoom platform, Wilson
said, as well as increasing essen-
tial interventions by the Adventist
Development and Relief Agency
(ADRA) and others. “[ADRA’'s] world-
wide impact more than doubled
since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic,” Wilson said. “Their on-
going work continues to have life-
saving impact.”

THE CHURCH'S
STRATEGIC FOCUS

In the last part of his report, Wil-
son reminded delegates of the
2020-2025 strategic focus of the
church, named “l Will Go.” This ini-
tiative seeks to encourage every

Duane McKey, president
of Adventist World
Radio, and two recently
baptized members from
the Philippines greet the
delegates. joser kissINGER © AR

member to do something for Jesus,
he said, and is reflected in very
practical ways.

He shared the experience of Jerry
Duvall, a local church pastor in St.
Louis, who rallied his church to share
copies of Ellen White's book The
Great Controversy in the surround-
ing community. The initiative not
only helped reach others but greatly
energized his church members, Du-
vall said after Wilson called him to
the podium. “It brought [our] church
back together in unity—this is some-
thing we can all get behind,” he said.

POWER OF THE GOSPEL

Wilson also shared stories about
the power of the gospel to facili-
tate experiences of forgiveness
and reconciliation. They included
the stories of Ruth DePaiva and
Melissa DePaiva Gibson, who of-
fered forgiveness to the man who
killed their missionary family in
Palau before he himself came to
accept Jesus while in prison.

It also included the reconcilia-
tion story of converts from the Phil-
ippine Communist Party's New Peo-
ple’s Army (NPA) and the Philippines
Army, which called them rebels.

The President’s Report concluded
with a baptismal ceremony. A col-
onel from the Philippines Army and
his wife were baptized into the Ad-

ventist Church. “It was during the
course of our interactions with
these former rebels that we saw
our God move and work to trans-
form these individuals,” he shared
during the ceremony. “One day the
Holy Spirit descended on us, and
we opened our hearts and accepted
Jesus Christ.”

It is a marvelous testimony of
God's power, Wilson said. “Like-
wise, the Holy Spirit wants to use
every one of us in Total Member
Involvement, as long as we say, ‘Yes,
Lord! I will go!””
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The team of cyclists poses for a group photo with some of the members of the supporting team, after
arriving in downtown St. Louis, Missouri, United States, on June 5, 2022. pavip B. SHERWIN © AR

CYCLISTS REACH ST. LOUIS
AFTER A 1,200-MILE MISSIONARY RIDE

TEAM CELEBRATES THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONNECT, PRAY WITH PEOPLE.

MARCOS PASEGGI, ADVENTIST REVIEW

Under a summery early after-
noon sun, a group of church
leaders, relatives, colleagues, and
friends met at Kiener Plaza Park
in downtown St. Louis to welcome
the | Will Go bicycle ride team on
June 5.

The eight cyclists, who had left
Washington, D.C., two weeks ear-
lier, completed the last leg of their
1,200-mile (2,000-kilometer) jour-
ney west, just hours before the be-
ginning of the 61st General Con-
ference Session of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

Along the way, the cycling group,
composed of several church lead-
ers and a church lay member, dis-
tributed Adventist literature as they
talked to local residents and prayed
for their needs.

“There were times when we ar-
rived in a small town and everyone
was out there, and we were able
to spread out and talk to people,’
Australian Union Conference ex-

ecutive secretary Michael Worker
said. “When they found out what
we were doing, they would ask, ‘Why
are you doing it?’ and we were able
to tell our story and distribute Ad-
ventist literature very easily.”

THE GREATEST THRILL IN LIFE

General Conference Ministerial
Association associate secretary
Anthony Kent, who also partici-
pated in the ride, agreed. “As we
were riding, | was praying, ‘Lord,
you brought us on this road for a
purpose; show us the people You
want us to meet.”

Kent said God answered his
prayer, as He led them to people
in need of comfort, prayer, and spir-
itual encouragement. “For me, the
greatest thrill in life is to lead peo-
ple to Jesus Christ,” he said. “When
[people] discover the transforming
power of Jesus Christ, their lives
are never the same.”

Another of the participants, Gen-

eral Conference Health Ministries
associate director Torben Bergland,
reflected on the health component
of the initiative. “It is amazing what
the body can do. | had been a cy-
clist for more than 30 years, but |
had never done something like this
before,” Bergland said. “For me, it
has been an eye-opener, how your
mind can often be a limitation, not
your body.”

But the witnessing component
of their journey was what most im-
pressed Bergland. “We met people
who had never met an Adventist
before,” he said. “For me, it in-
creased my sense of urgency, that
we need to reach all those people
who are out there, because they
are looking for something, they
need something, and they are open,
if we are just willing to go and con-
nect with them.”

Bergland added that this is just
one example of a way to reach oth-
ers, but it could serve as a model.

6
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“I hope it can inspire other people to be creative, to
think how they can use their interests, skills, talents
— whatever they have — in a way that they can go out
and connect with people out there.”

General Conference president Ted N. C. Wilson said
that as impressive as the cyclists’ feat was, reaching
out to others should not be exclusive of such major
initiatives. “All of us can put ourselves in a place when
we can honor God with our lives,” Wilson said. “Everyone
can do something for Jesus, so we just don't sit back
but do what their jerseys said, ‘1 Will Go.”

DIVINE APPOINTMENTS

A day before, the team had stopped for a special
Saturday (Sabbath) program at the Thompsonville
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Thompsonville, Il-
linois, just a few hours shy of the ride finish. During
the program, participants told stories about “divine
appointments” they believed were set by God.

Participant Rob Hansford, an Adventist accountant
in Australia, said that for him, the most frightening
part of the journey was sharing his faith with people.
“I was scared. But this experience really changed my
life. I learned that | can go and tell the story of my
family to anyone,” Hansford said.

During the program, Adventist Review Ministries
executive editor Bill Knott reminded the in-person
audience and those following the livestream that the
call to do mission does not originate in us but in God.
“We don't move into serving the church because we
think we have something to offer,” Knott said. “It's
Jesus’ call. Without the call, there could be no
mission.”

Thompsonville church pastor John Lomacang agreed.
In his closing thoughts, he emphasized that the trip
did not match most of the participants’ comfort zones.
“But | learned that God can do anything with the will-
ing heart,” he said.

Lomacang added that these cyclists might never
know the full impact of their ride until they reach
heaven. But again, he emphasized, the key is accept-
ing God'’s call to reach out. “God can do anything through

”m

us if we just say the words, ‘I Will Go,” he said. /

MOTION TO ADD
VACCINATION
TO THE AGENDA
DEFEATED

NEARLY 90 PERCENT OF DELEGATES
VOTED AGAINST THE MOTION TO AMEND.

ADVENTIST REVIEW STAFF

motion to amend the agenda of the GC

Session to include a discussion on vac-
cination was defeated on the first day of busi-
ness on June 6, 2022. General Conference
delegate Jonathan Zirkle had presented a
motion to amend. “COVID has caused a lot
of problems for our church and has caused
a lot of problems for our members,” Zirkle
said. Citing a document signed by thousands
of Adventist Church members, pastors, and
health professionals, he made a request for
the church to “reconsider [its] stance on vac-
cination. I think it is very important we have
a discussion on this.”

After the motion was seconded and a cou-
ple of members spoke on behalf of the mo-
tion, GC president Ted N. C. Wilson went to
the microphone to comment.

“Since [the motion] has been seconded,
it is fair that we vote on it. But | want to
strongly urge this body ... not to put that
issue on the agenda.” Wilson explained it is
not a Constitution and Bylaws item; it is not
a Church Manual item; and it is not a funda-
mental beliefs item.

Wilson added that the General Confer-
ence has stated the position that, as regards
vaccination, everyone should make their
own decision. “The General Conference has
not mandated that people take the vacci-
nation,” Wilson emphasized. “It has given
people a choice”

As other delegates lined up to speak, a
motion was made to cease all debate and
proceed immediately to voting. The motion
to cease debate was passed by 1,581 (84.5
percent) to 291 (15.5 percent) votes. Finally,
the motion to add the issue of vaccination
to the agenda was defeated, as only 203 (11.4
percent) voted in favor of the motion, while
1,579 (88.6 percent) voted against..’
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TEN NEW UNIONS VOTED INTO
THE SISTERHOOD OF CHURCHES

DEBBIE MICHEL, ADVENTIST REVIEW

n June 6, the 61st annual General Conference

Session in St. Louis, welcomed 10 unions into the
sisterhood of churches, acknowledging the church’s
recent rapid growth in several world regions.

ZIMBABWE

In 2018, Zimbabwe was one country and one union
of 865,000 members, the second largest union in the
world. Following tremendous growth in membership,
stewardship, and leadership, the territory is now or-
ganized into the Zimbabwe Central and Zimbabwe
West unions.

BELIZE

Central America’s Belize Union of Churches was or-
ganized in 2008 with 31,000 members, 75 congrega-
tions, and 30 companies. Today, the union has nearly
49,000 members, 106 churches, 32 companies, 20 pri-
mary schools, five secondary schools, one junior col-
lege, a hospital, and one clinic. Responding to this
rapid growth, on October 14, 2019, the General Con-
ference accepted the recommendation of the
Inter-American Division Executive Committee to ef-
fect a change of status from union of churches to
union mission.

GHANA

The Republic of Ghana is a leader in evangelism,
membership, workforce, and finance in the West-Cen-
tral Africa Division, with the North Ghana Union Mis-
sion becoming a union conference beginning Oct. 10,
2021.

NETHERLANDS

Following a survey commission study on the feasibil-
ity of either restarting conferences or setting up a
union of churches, the General Conference Executive
Committee voted to grant the status union of churches
with conference status to the Netherlands Union Con-
ference in the Trans-European Division, effective May
2017. This replaces the current Netherlands Union Con-
ference and its constituent entities.

SOUTHEAST ASIA

The Southeast Asia Union Mission covers 222 million
people in seven different countries, including hun-
dreds of people groups and languages. A feasibility
study committee set up in 2016 recommended to move
union headquarters and personnel from Singapore to
Thailand, and to use some of the savings to create at
least a couple of leadership positions to grow the
Indo-China leadership and give more emphasis to the
needs of the Buddhist majority countries. The larger
idea was also introduced that perhaps the church does
not need a relocation, but a reorganization.

In July 2019, the commission determined that leav-
ing Singapore would finance operation of two unions
while providing more resources for better-focused
mission in its territory. One union each would be lo-
cated in Thailand and Malaysia. Assets were divided
up between the entities in 2021, and new headquar-
ters constructed close to Asia Pacific International
University.

The Southeast Asia Union Mission was dissolved
at the end of 2021. In its place, the Southeastern
Union Mission now covers the territories of Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Thailand with four mission fields, 82
churches, 289 companies, and 36,582 members. The
new union has three mission fields, 304 churches,
155 companies, and 60,579 members.

ETHIOPIA

Effective November 17, 2019, the Ethiopian Union re-
organized into the Eastern Ethiopia Union Mission
and the Western Ethiopia Union Mission. The ratio-
nale for this was threefold: The population of Ethio-
pia has reached 110 million with multiple cultural
linguistic and ethnic subgroups. Second, 139 out of
the total 174 people groups are unreached. This leaves
a huge opportunity for outreach. Third, there is a lack
of proper infrastructure in many regions of the
country.

Between them, the proposed fields, the Eastern
Ethiopia Union Mission, headquartered in Addis Ababa,
and the Western Ethiopia Union Mission, share 10
local fields. The unions’ memberships both stand at
more than 100,000 members. P
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DELEGATE OF THE DAY PROFILE

PASSION FOR A
SOON-COMING CHRIST

WILONA KARIMABADI

It’s a great privilege to be alive to
attend this congregation of God's
people,” delegate Fidelia Belta Queen
Uche says. Uche, a lecturer and di-
rector of the Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Center at Captain Elechi
Amadi Polytechnic (Port Harcourt
Polytechnic), is attending the Ses-
sion as a delegate from the West-Cen-
tral Africa Division. No stranger to
the United States, she also attended
the San Antonio Session in 2015.
Uche’s husband passed away
four years ago. The two had been
married for more than 30 years
and had raised four children to-
gether. She is proud of her family
— two of her children are medical
doctors, one is an accountant, and

another is a lecturer at Clifford Uni-
versity, an Adventist institution in
eastern Nigeria. Three of her four
children are married, and she has
six grandchildren.

The variety of natural beauty
found in Africa is often known to
people in the West only from scenes
in movies and documentaries. Uche
is proud to speak of the beauty
found in her home of Port Harcourt
in the southern part of Nigeria.
“Port Harcourt is called the garden
city. It is beautiful. We are by the
coast and have so many creeks and
beautiful beaches. | appreciate na-
ture and love flowers, and there
are many places there with beau-
tiful flowers,” she says.

Uche loves creating gardens on
her property and has a penchant
for looking for and planting new
flower breeds she hasn't seen be-
fore. She is also a fashion designer.
“My intention is to teach others,’
she adds. “When | retire | will open
a sewing institute, where | will teach
young people to design clothes
and be self-reliant”

Transcontinental travel during
a worldwide pandemic is not for
the faint of heart. But Uche could
not stay away from this Session,
which was postponed twice. “When
| was invited to be a delegate, |
was so elated, so excited. | decided
| had to take it up and come.”

This lifelong Adventist's passion
for the church centers most on the
coming of Jesus. “That is my best
topic,” Uche says. “Anytime any-
thing is said about the coming of
Jesus | feel so happy. Songs about
the coming of Jesus, sermons about
the coming of Jesus — that is the
passion of the church. That is what
| like about the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church.”

“We have so many other churches
around us, but they deviate from
the coming of Jesus, deviate from
telling others about the kingdom
of God that is coming soon. It is
only the Seventh-day Adventist
Church I can see that has the pas-
sion to point people to the soon
coming of Jesus Christ. | was born
into a Seventh-day Adventist fam-
ily, I have been in this church all
my life, and | will die a Seventh-day
Adventist. Nothing will distract me
from it #
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22 DEVOTIONAL MESSAGES PRESENTED MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 6, 2022

WHEN THE SPIRIT FALLS

ome assignments seem difficult; others seem impossible. When Jesus said
to His disciples, “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8), the task seemed impossible
from a human perspective. How could a small, frightened group of disciples
MARK A. FINLEY ever shake the Roman world?

The odds were against them. The population of the Roman Empire in the
first century was between 59 and 76 million. The band of believers that met
in the upper room the 10 days before Pentecost numbered a mere 120. The
ratio of Christ’s followers to Roman society was 1 to 500,000.

The book of Acts is the story of transformed disciples, filled with the power
of the Holy Spirit, reaching the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Acts 2
records the story of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the fullness of heaven’s
power. The results were amazing. Luke testifies that “those who gladly received
his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added
to them” (Acts 2:41).

Through the Spirit’'s power they accomplished in one day what would have
taken decades in their own strength. But that was just the beginning. Acts 4
continues this triumph of the grace of God. “However, many of those who
heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five
thousand” (Acts 4:4).

When the Holy Spirit is poured out in the fullness of heaven’s powet, miracles
happen. The impossible becomes possible. Insurmountable obstacles fade into
insignificance. In the first century the bastions of hell were shaken, and “believers
were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women”(Acts
5:14). Some historians estimate that by the end of the first century there were
as many as 1 million believers, or one in every 60 people, in the Roman Empire.

The Bible predicts that God will pour out His Spirit again at the end of time. Ellen
White writes, “The lapse of time has wrought no change in Christ’s parting promise
to send the Holy Spirit as His representative. It is not because of any restriction on
the part of God that the riches of His grace do not flow earthward to men. If the
fulfillment of the promise is not seen as it might be, it is because the promise is not
appreciated as it should be. If all were willing, all would be filled with the Spirit”

The task of completing God’s mission on earth might seem impossible, but
God will pour out His Spirit in latter-rain power on a praying people totally
consecrated to doing His will. The work of God on earth will be finished. The
mission will be completed. Christ promises that “this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the
end will come” (Matt. 24:14). May that day come soon, and may we be the
generation that experiences this mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit. #

*Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1911), p. 50.

Mark A. Finley is assistant to the president of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
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“ SHAMELESS AUDACITY"

friend drops by at midnight. You have no food, so you race next door
Ahoping to awaken your neighbor. Needless to say, your neighbor isn’t

happy! He refuses to answer. But you keep ringing his doorbell. And
here’s how the story ends:

“Itell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because
of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up
and give you as much as you need” (Luke 11:8).!

“Shameless audacity” Isn’t it high time God'’s people display some “shame-
less audacity”?

Let’s say we go shopping. As we walk in, a salesperson calls us over. “I'm
going to give you one of two gifts. In fact, I'll let you open both before deciding
which you'd like to have”

I open the first box. Inside is an expensive watch. “Wow!” I exclaim.

“Now, the second gift” Inside is a card: “Granted to the
bearer the entire inventory of this store” I look at the
expensive watch. “Which one should we take?” I
ask you.
“The card! Because we get the watch plus the
entire store!”

“With the reception of this gift [the Holy
Spirit] all other gifts would be ours; for
we are to have this gift according to the
plenitude of the riches of the grace of
Christ, and He is ready to supply every
soul according to the capacity to receive.
Like the illustration, one gift brings every

other gift—every blessing with it!
The one gift we must ask for at the
commencement of this General Confer-
ence Session is the one Gift that brings

JUNE 7,2022 | ADVENTISTREVIEW 11



all others. When you have the Holy Spirit, you
have Jesus. And when you have Jesus—you have
everything.

The Holy Spirit will bring My presence: “And I
will ask the Father, and he will give you another
advocate to help you and be with you forever. . ..
I'will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you”
(John 14:16-18).

The Holy Spirit will teach My truths: “But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, will teach you all things and will remind
you of everything I have said to you” (verse 26).

The Holy Spirit will offer My testimony: “When
the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from
the Father ... he will testify about me” (John 15:26).

Five years ago I was given a book called Steps to
Personal Revival, by Helmut Haubeil.? That book
changed my life; my ministry; and the way I pray,
lead, preach, and live. No one ever told me we are
to pray for the daily baptism of the Holy Spirit.
The original Greek in Luke 11:13 reads: “If you
then, though you are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who
[daily, continually] ask Him?”

“Morning by morning [Jesus] communicated
with His Father in heaven, receiving from Him
daily a fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit."* If the Sav-
iour of the world needed the daily baptism of the
Holy Spirit, how much more do leaders, members,
pastors, evangelists, and teachers of the Adventist
Church? It cannot be a once-a-quinquennium or
twice-a-year emphasis whenever delegates gather.
Unless we discover a daily connection with Jesus
through the Holy Spirit, we will not be able to pull
off Pentecost. Unless there is daily baptism, there
will not be collective revival—period.

As William Miller said, “Today, TODAY, and
TODAY until He comes.”” And He’s coming sooner
than you think. “Nothing but the baptism of the
Holy Spirit can bring up the church to its right

position, and prepare the people of God for the
fast approaching conflict.”®

Let us call upon the Holy Spirit with shameless
audacity. “Today, TODAY, and TODAY until Jesus
comes.”

Dwight Nelson is the lead pastor of Pioneer Memorial Church,
in Berrien Springs, Michigan.

TUnless otherwise indicated, all Bible texts are from the New Interna-
tional Version.

2Ellen G. White, Ye Shall Receive Power (Hagerstown, Md.: Review and
Herald Pub. Assn., 1995), p. 221.

3 Helmut Haubeil, Steps to Personal Revival (Vienna, Austria: TOP Life
Wegweiser-Verlag GmbH, 2016).

“Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, November 21, 1895.

% Francis D. Nichol, The Midnight Cry (Takoma Park, Washington, D.C.:
Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1945) pp. 179, 180

¢ Ellen G. White, Letter 15,1889, Manuscript Releases (Silver Spring, Md.:
EGW Estate [Nos. 97-161], 1987) vol. 2, p. 30.
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was failing ninth grade with a consistent D average, more than I

deserved. My teachers refused to make me repeat a grade, not because

they were merciful, but because one year with me was enough. This
all took place at a Christian school that exposed me to God’s Word.
One day my life was changed by reading Matthew 5:41: “If anyone
forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles” (NIV).

Immediately I decided to do everything twice, reading chapters,
writing essays, and preparing for exams. I challenged myself to go beyond
the minimum. That simple commitment enabled me to go from a ninth-
grade failure to a tenth-grade valedictorian. God’s Holy Spirit-inspired
Word transformed my life. I discovered a supernatural ally who provided
me with the life-transforming resources of sacred Scripture.

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

God gave us His Holy Spirit to be our comforter (John 14:16) and
helper (verse 26). This Spirit guides us to truth (John 16:13), prays for
us (Rom. 8:26), lives in us (1 Cor. 6:19), and provides us with the
resources of sacred Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Because of the Holy
Spirit, Scripture isn't a private human invention, for holy people spoke
and wrote inspired by Him.

Second Peter 1:20, 21, states, “Above all, you must realize that no
prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own understanding,
or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy
Spirit, and they spoke from God” (NLT)." It's simple. The message of
the Bible originated with God and not humanity.

As we begin digesting the Spirit-inspired Word, spirit